
                 

 “Ignorance is a menace to peace.” Paul Harris 

 

8:00 Check-in with coffee, tea & light fare 

9:00 Announcements:  Conference Chair, DRFC & PDG Juanita Cawley 

  Welcome: DG Janet Brown   

9:10 Opening Remarks 

  PDG Peter Kyle, RI Peace and Conflict Resolution Committee Chairman 

9:30 What is Peacebuilding and Why is it Important?    

 Julia Roig, President of PartnersGlobal 

10:05 How Can Rotarians Be Catalysts for Peace and Overview of NewGen 

Peacebuilders  

 Patricia Shafer, Rotary Peace Fellow, Co-founder NewGen Peacebuilders 

10:35 Break and move to next session 

10:50 First Breakout Sessions—Choose one. 

 

11:35  Break and Move to Next Session 

11:45 Second Breakout Sessions  

 Repeat Breakout Sessions from 10:50—Choose one.  
12:30 Networking Lunch (Buffet)                                                                         

1:15 Afternoon Concurrent Sessions—Please choose Session 1 OR Session 2 

 

  

3:15 Closing Remarks, DG Janet Brown     

             

Peacebuilding Skills (PS): 

Kevin Melton, Rotary Peace 

Fellow—R00m 111 

Peace Fellowships (PF): Lester Schoene, 

District 7610 Rotary Peace Fellowships 

Chair—Room 113 

Peace Project Ideas (PPI): 

PDG Michael Caruso, Peace 

Fellow Chair, D5100—Room 112 

Peacebuilder Clubs (PC): Erik Haas, District 

7610 Peacebuilder Chair—Room 114 

Session 1—A Panel Discussion of 
Peacebuilder Topics: 
Issue Spotlight:  Human Trafficking : 
Kay Duffield and Daniel Kasmierski 
Organization Spotlight:  Roots of 
Peace: Gary Kuhn 
How to Develop a Rotary Peace Project: 
Barton Goldenberg 
Pulling It All Together: PDG Michael 
Caruso & all panelists 
  

Session 2—NewGen  
Peacebuilders Program: Patricia 
Shafer and  Elizabeth  Peacock—Delve 
further into this innovative and suc-
cessful initiative which draws on prin-
ciples of peace education familiar to 
Rotary Peace Fellows as well as best 
practices in peace and global education 
for youth..  
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Rotarian Peter Kyle was a 1973-74 Ambassadorial Scholar 

sponsored by the Rotary Club of Wellington North, New 

Zealand, to study law at the University of Virginia, in Char-

lottesville, Virginia, USA. An international attorney in 

Washington, D.C., he is a former lead counsel for the World 

Bank. He is a member of the Rotary Club of Capitol Hill 

(Washington, D.C.), and was the 2013-14 governor of District 7620. As the 

2010-11 district alumni subcommittee chair, he made exceptional efforts to 

connect Foundation alumni in his area. He has served as chair of The Ro-

tary Foundation Alumni Advisory Committee, co-chair of the 2012 Rotary 

Alumni Celebration in Bangkok, chair of the 2015 Peace Symposium in 

Sao Paulo, and currently chairs the Rotary Peace Centers Committee. He 

is also a member of the RI/TRF Joint Committee on Partnerships and the 

RPC Future Planning Committee. In 2010 he received the Rotary Global 

Alumni Service to Humanity Award and last year was honored with the 

TRF Citation for Meritorious Service. He is also the chairman emeritus of 

Outward Bound International.  

Keynote Speakers 

Julia Roig, President of PartnersGlobal, provides tech-

nical and strategic leadership within an international 

network of 19 Partners’ affiliate Centers for Change and 

Conflict Management.  She represents the organization 

within the foreign assistance community with a per-

sonal commitment to multi-lateralism and global cooperation.  As Pres-

ident, Julia has solidified private sector partnerships to reach develop-

ment goals and is spearheading linkages with entertainment and adver-

tising industry leaders to support peacebuilding efforts. She has worked 

closely with Rotary International on various peacebuilding outreach 

efforts, speaking widely with clubs, helping to broker partnerships for 

peacebuilding programs and teaching Rotary Peace Fellows real-world, 

practical skills for peacebuilders.   

The mission of The Rotary Foundation is to enable 
Rotarians to advance world understanding, good-
will, and peace through the improvement of health, 
the support of education, and the alleviation of 
poverty. 

  

Place holder for printer here.  

The Rotary Foundation is the $1 billion charitable arm of Rotary International. 
To mark the centennial, Rotary aims to raise $300 million by July 2017 for its 
campaign to eradicate polio and for service in communities around the world. 

Established in 1917 with a donation of $26.50, The Rotary Foundation is dedicat-
ed to advancing world understanding, goodwill, and peace. Through grants and 
other resources, Rotary members develop sustainable projects that promote 
peace, fight disease, provide clean water, support education, save mothers and 
children, and grow local economies. 
 
Rotary’s top priority is the global eradication of polio. Rotary launched its polio 
immunization program, PolioPlus, in 1985 and in 1988 became a leading partner 
in the Global Polio Eradication Initiative along with the World Health Organiza-
tion (WHO), the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF), the U.S. Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) and more recently, the Bill & Melinda 
Gates Foundation. 
 
Rotary has contributed more than $1.5 billion and countless volunteer hours to 
eradicate polio. Through 2018, every dollar Rotary commits to polio eradication 
will be matched 2-to-1 by the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, up to $35 million 
a year. Since the initiative began, the incidence of polio has plummeted by more 
than 99.9 percent, from about 350,000 cases a year to less than 71 confirmed in 
2015. 
 
Rotary brings together a global network of volunteer leaders dedicated to tack-
ling the world’s most pressing humanitarian challenges. Rotary connects 1.2 mil-
lion members of more than 34,000 Rotary clubs in 200 countries and geograph-
ical areas. Rotary’s work improves lives at both the local and international levels, 
from helping families in need in their own communities to working toward a 
polio-free world. For more information, visit Rotary.org. To access broadcast 
quality video footage and still photos, go to The Newsmarket. 

https://www.rotary.org/en/learning-reference/about-rotary/peace-and-conflict-prevention-resolution
https://www.rotary.org/en/learning-reference/about-rotary/disease-prevention-and-treatment
https://www.rotary.org/en/learning-reference/about-rotary/water-and-sanitation
https://www.rotary.org/en/learning-reference/about-rotary/basic-education-and-literacy
https://www.rotary.org/en/learning-reference/about-rotary/maternal-and-child-health
https://www.rotary.org/en/learning-reference/about-rotary/maternal-and-child-health
https://www.rotary.org/en/learning-reference/about-rotary/economic-and-community-development
http://www.endpolio.org/
http://www.polioeradication.org/
http://www.rotary.org/
http://www.rotary.org/
http://www.thenewsmarket.com/rotaryinternational


 

 A BRIEF TIMELINE OF PEACE IN ROTARY  

1905: Rotary founded for fellowship and mutual helpfulness. 

1910: Five objects of Rotary developed. Number IV : The advancement 

of international understanding, good will and peace through a 

world  fellowship of business and professional persons united in the 

ideal of service.  

 1917: The Rotary Foundation founded 

 1921: RI Convention in Edinburgh, Scotland, Rotarians 

agreed to incorporate peacemaking into Rotary’s consti-

tution and bylaws. 

 1935: RI Convention in Mexico City, Paul Harris stated, 

“When a good Rotarian crosses a borderline, he becomes 

an ambassador of goodwill.  Ambassadors of goodwill 

will dedicate themselves to the eradication of misunder-

standing.” 

 1949: Forty-seven Rotary members served in 29 delegations to the United 

Nations Charter Conference. Today, RI’s representatives to the UN host 

an annual Rotary Day at the 

United Nations to celebrate this 

partnership for peace. 

        2004: the first graduates of Rota-

ry Peace Centers offering mas-

ter’s degrees or professional de-

velopment certificates in fields 

related to peace studies and 

conflict resolution.  Currently, 

¶ 936 Rotary Peace Fellows have grad-

uated from the program 

¶ 603 completed a Master’s program  

¶ 333 completed the Certificate pro-

gram  

¶ 79 Fellows currently studying   

Alumni from D7610: Janie Hulse Najen-
son (USAL, 2003-2005), Leah Klass (UQ, 
2004-2006), Kevin Melton (UQ, 2007-
2009), Lauren Conn (USAL 2010-201, Helen Varouhas (Chula, 2012), Sana Saeed 
(ICU, 2013-2015), and  Shahak Nabi (UQ 2014-16) 

Rotary peace initiatives:   

1947: Global understanding through 

International Scholars. 

1965: Global connections through 

Group Study Exchange, now Vocational 

Team Training to promote internation-

al  understanding. 

1987: First Peace Forums.  

2002: First Rotary Peace Scholar class. 

2013:  Global Grants with areas of Fo-

Keynote Speakers 

Patricia Schafer is Chief Catalyst and Executive Direc-
tor of international nonprofit Mothering Across Conti-
nents, headquartered in Charlotte, NC. The organiza-
tion coaches volunteer catalysts to lead education-
focused projects. Many of these projects are in conflict 
and post-conflict communities, including Rwanda and 

South Sudan.  
Inspired by her experience as a Rotary Peace Fellow, Patricia co-

founded a youth education program called NewGen 
Peacebuilders that began in North Carolina and is 
available in multiple states and countries. Patricia 
and the NewGen Peacebuilders program were fea-
tured in an August 2015 article in The Rotarian maga-
zine. 

Previously, Patricia held senior positions in 
change management and communications at Kraft 
Foods and Bank One.  She earned an MSc in Consulting and Coaching 
for Change – a joint-venture of Oxford University, UK, and HEC France; 
an MBA from the Northwestern University Kellogg Graduate School of 
Management; and an MA in Journalism from The Ohio State University.    

As part of the “Seven Continents” marathon club, Patricia has 
completed marathons in the US, Greece, Chile, the Antarctic and Myan-
mar. 

òPeace cannot be achieved through violence, it can 

only be attained through understanding.ó  

         Ralph Waldo Emerson  



Mike Caruso joined the Newberg (Oregon) noon Rotary club in 2001 sponsored by 
his daughter Amelia . Following graduation from the University of Portland, he 
served in the Peace Corps in Malaysia for 3 years working in Tuberculosis Control, 
primarily with the 16 aborigine tribes in Malaysia. In 1974 upon completion of his 

Peace Corps experience he entered the family business, Caruso Produce Inc., until his retire-
ment. Mike has served as director as well as treasurer for Oregon Common Cause, and served 
as a president of the state board of directors of the "Thugz Off Drugz" (now Helping Hands 
Outreach) organization, arguably the state's most effective organization involved in the tran-
sitional housing process of preparing those suffering from drug related addiction back to 
becoming productive members of society. Mike helped organize 10 hands-on projects spon-
sored by the Rotary Club of Newberg in Guatemala consisting of Dental, Medical, Water, 
Education, Electrical, Construction and Micro-Finance groups beginning in 2004 and contin-
uing to this day. He served as District Governor in District 5100 during the 2011-12 Rotary year 
and is currently serving as the District Rotary Peace Fellowships Sub-Committee Chair and 
co-chair of District 5100 Peacebuilder Clubs committee.  

Kay Duffield is the Executive Director of the Northern Virginia Human 

Trafficking Initiative (NOVAHTI), which was established in 2010. Kay has always 

had a passion for helping people, previously working as a registered nurse. Her 

anti-trafficking work began on international trips as she worked in red light dis-

tricts to assist those who were sexually exploited. Her desire is to see those ex-

ploited by this horrific crime be identified, supported, and given the resources they need 

to succeed in life, as well as mobilizing the local community to engage in this work. Kay 

currently also serves as the Co-Chair for the Victims Services Sub-Committee for the 

Northern Virginia Human Trafficking Task Force (NVHTTF), which covers the Eastern 

District of Virginia. 

Barton Goldenberg is president of ISM, Inc., a strategic consultancy he founded 

in 1985. He is also Area Governor for D7620 providing assistance to six clubs in 

Southern Montgomery County, MD.  He has graduated all three RLI courses, is a 

member of D7620's Grant Committee, a member of Rotary's US-Russian ICC, was 

president of the metro Bethesda Rotary Club in 2013-14, In this session, participants will 

learn how Rotarians can build a successful peace project and partner with others to tackle 

important peace-related challenges.  Several valuable perspectives will be represented, 

including that of an international NGO, a Virginia based community partnership, and 

fellow Rotarians.  

Erik Haas, President of sb LiftOff, is dedicated to helping business owners sell 
their business and achieve their life goals. An accomplished business develop-
ment professional, Erik has achieved a reputation for his ability to understand 
markets and develop offerings that achieve ambitious results. Erik draws on 
his experience as an accomplished asset salesperson to help his clients confi-

dentially market their business, achieve maximum competition from qualified buyers, 
and net a rewarding close. Erik is committed to building more vibrant and positively 
connected communities. He is on the Board of the Herndon Rotary Club and serves as 
the Peace Ambassador for Rotary District 7610. He is also a member of the Greater 
Reston Chamber of Commerce Community Engagement and GovCon Committees.  

Breakout and Concurrent Session Presenters 

Lester P. Schoene, Jr., is an Alternative Dispute Resolution (ADR) Advisor in 
the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) of the Department of 
Homeland Security, where he is the Reservist Ombudsman serving the inter-
mittent employees in the disaster workforce.  He has more   He currently 
chairs the D7610  Rotary Peace Fellowships committee.  From 2012-2015, he was 

a member of the Rotary Peace Centers Committee of The Rotary Foundation.  Lester has a 
Master’s degree in Conflict Analysis and Resolution from George Mason University where he 
also serves on the Advisory Board for the School of Conflict Analysis and Resolution.   

Daniel “ Kaz” Kasmierski currently serves as the Treasurer and President-Elect 

to The Rotary Club of Springfield, VA and is actively in the development phases 

of building a Joint Rotary Peace Club with the Rotary Club of West Springfield. 

His current profession is Oversight Executive support for various technology 

portfolios within Joint Capability Technology Demonstrations  programs, United Nations, 

and US Institute of Peace. He is currently shaping and executing US technology initiatives 

in support of; geo-spatial information systems, expeditionary basing, operational energy 

and environmental, and force protection capabilities for Peacekeeping Operations at UN 

missions on the continent of Africa.. His background experiences include; water purifica-

tion in Djibouti and Kenya, renewable energy in Niger, infectious disease laboratory 

efforts in Sierra Leone, the East Africa Malaria Task Force, and animal infectious disease 

detection projects with the Department of Agriculture in Banjul, The Gambia. 

Gary Kuhn, President, Roots of Peace has worked in business development 
in the high technology sector for 23 years before joining Roots of Peace full-
time in 2001. Gary started his career at IBM in San Francisco after graduat-
ing from University of California, Berkeley.  Gary has worked to support 
Roots of Peace since its’ inception in 1997. He serves on the Board and man-

ages the international demining and development programs. . 

As part of Class VI at the University of Queensland’s Rotary Centre for Interna-

tional Studies, Kevin Melton has focused on researching and implementing 

innovative methodologies that could enhance peace building, better develop-

ment practices, and strengthen international security. Kevin has spent the last 11 

years as an international development professional and post-conflict transition specialist 

throughout the world.  Kevin has experienced a mix of public, private and non-profit 

sectors promoting international conflict resolution and development. His experiences 

have enabled Kevin to have the opportunity to work with a variety of issues including 

post conflict reintegration, community development, and economic strengthening. He 

currently works for the International Peace and Security Institute as a Senior Advisor 

Elizabeth Peacock is Director of Operations for NewGen Peacebuilders. She 
co-facilitates NewGen Peacebuilders programs in North Carolina and has sup-
ported expansion of NewGen Peacebuilders into Rotary Districts in Northern 
California and Bolivia. In 2015 and 2016, Elizabeth’s social enterprise impact 
with NewGen Peacebuilders was recognized by Social Venture Partners 
SEED20, NC State Institute for Emerging Issues, and The Pollination Project. 

She is a former Special Education teacher and graduate of UNC-Chapel Hill.  


